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Responding to the National Nursing Crisis
As part of my ongoing efforts to address the national nursing crisis, I recently hosted 

a series of field hearings through the House Subcommittee on Select Education that focused
on the shortage of nursing faculty. This problem is bigger than many realize – 
the National League of Nursing estimates that more than 125,000 qualified applicants were
rejected by nursing programs in the 2003-2004 academic year, due in large part to the lack
of qualified nurse educators.

As we struggle with the ability to train more nurses, the nursing shortage intensifies.
According to the American Association of State Colleges and Universities, by 2020 there

will be a national shortage of more than 800,000 registered nurses. This problem is
even more severe in Nevada than in most other states. The U.S. Department of

Health and Human Services National Center for Health Workforce Analysis
projects Nevada’s shortage of nurses will increase from 11% in 2000 to
27.5% in 2020. This will have an increasingly drastic impact on seniors, many
of whom rely heavily on nursing services. 

Congress must continue to work with the nursing community to confront the
national nursing crisis. I was able to secure $500,000 for Nevada State

College to set up an accelerated nurse training program, which will go a long way
toward addressing the nursing shortage in Southern Nevada. I was also able to

include an amendment in H.R. 609, the “College Access and Opportunity Act,”
that will provide up to $5,000 in loan forgiveness for nursing faculty at accredited
schools of nursing, as well as nurses that serve in clinical settings.

H.R. 609 passed the House earlier this year, and it is my hope that 
the Senate will take up this important piece of legislation soon. 
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Congressman Porter holds an
information session with seniors

about Medicare deadlines



The May 15th deadline
to sign-up for the new Medicare
prescription drug coverage 
program is fast approaching. 
I’m encouraging seniors across
Southern Nevada who have not 
yet enrolled to take advantage 
of the plan and start seeing real
savings on their prescription drugs.

By the numbers:
n More than 30 million Medicare beneficiaries across the

country are receiving prescription drug coverage, including
more than 8 million beneficiaries who have gotten new,
individual prescription drug coverage since the program began

n Over 220,000 Medicare beneficiaries in Nevada are
receiving prescription drug coverage, including over 
80,000 in the Third Congressional District

n According to a U.S. Chamber of Commerce poll, 84% 
of seniors enrolled in the Medicare prescription drug
program are satisfied with their drug coverage, and a
majority say they are enjoying significant cost savings

To sign-up for the new Medicare prescription drug benefit, or 
to learn more about the program, visit www.medicare.gov
or call 1-800-MEDICARE 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
My office is also here to assist you with questions and concerns.

Congressman Porter speaks 
to seniors about the Medicare
prescription drug benefit

Medicare Part D Enrollment Event
This workshop is brought to you by a
partnership between the Clark County
Library District, State Health Insurance

Assistance Program (SHIP), My Medicare
Matters, AARP, Congregation Ner Tamid,

and HealthInsight.

May 11th, 12th and 15th 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

The Credit Union Plaza 
3100 W. Sahara Ave. 
Las Vegas, NV 89102 
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Questions? Contact one of Congressman
Porter’s offices to get answers:

Washington, DC 
218 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC 20515

Phone: 202-225-3252
Fax: 202-225-2185 

Henderson
2501 North Green Valley Pkwy
Suite 112D
Henderson, NV 89014

Phone: 702-387-4941
Fax: 702-434-1378
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