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 In the Church of 

 Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, there is an oft-

repeated piece of advice: 

“magnify your callings.” 

Magnify, as in make larger; 

remember the importance 

of; give due respect; and callings, as in personal, family, 

religious, vocational and civic.

Jim Gibson, Henderson’s mayor since 1997, is a terrifi c 

example of magnifying all of these callings. He is a car-

ing, compassionate, decent man; a loving husband of over 

three decades; father of six; grandfather of six; a former 

bishop and stake president; an attorney and CEO; a mem-

ber of many organizations, including a life-long association 

with the Boy Scouts; and the mayor of Henderson, known 

nationwide as one of the fastest-growing, safest cities, and 

one of the best places in the country to raise a family.

Are any of these accolades a coincidence? Not at all.

James Brinley Gibson was born in Las Vegas to Audrey 

Brinley Gibson, whose father was the superintendent of 

Clark County Schools, and James I. Gibson, a World War II 

navy vet. When the young family moved from Las Vegas 

to the sleepy little town of Henderson, Jim senior’s public 

service expanded from church activities to community and 

state. Jim Sr. spent over thirty years in the Nevada State 

Legislature and is considered by many to be one of the 

most respected and dedicated state legislators in Nevada’s 

Henderson’s Mayor 
Jim Gibson

history. City libraries, schools and roads bearing the Gibson 

name attest to this fact. Jim Jr. spent many years at his 

father’s side learning to love, serve and lead. He learned 

his lessons well.

Young Jim carved out a name for himself. Competitive 

in sports, Jim lettered in football, basketball, baseball and 

track. The enjoyment, fun and learning that come from 

recreation of all kinds were instilled in Jim at an early age. 

That may account for all the parks and youth programs in 

Henderson today.

After attending Brigham Young University for a year, 

Jim served a mission in Lima, Peru, where he discovered 

the real meaning of service. 

His return to BYU, and a new form of competition, won 

him the hand of a beautiful coed, Lora Dillard. In short or-

der they married and started their family which ultimately 

included six children-- four sons and two daughters. After 

Jim graduated from Cal Western Law School he moved his 

family back to their Henderson hometown to practice law, 

raise his family and serve others. 

As the years passed, Jim and the entire community 

couldn’t help but notice something dramatic was happen-

ing to this little town of Henderson they had called home 

for so many years. The Greenspun’s Green Valley had 

revolutionized this piece of the Southern Nevada desert 

and people were moving here in droves. 

 In 1997, when friends told Jim he should run for Mayor 

of Henderson, he fi gured the City was so big that maybe 

not so many people knew his name. Or did they? Jim 

worked hard and won the election handily, putting the 

Gibson name back in Henderson politics.

By Danielle Ellis

A Man for Our Time

I

Inheriting a Legacy

Beginning to ‘Magnify’

Henderson Grows Up

“It’s my privilege to presently serve with Jim 

Gibson, a trusted and dedicated leader, in our 

Southern Nevada community.” Bruce Wood-

bury, Clark County Commissioner 

Jim and Lora Gibson
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Why Does He Serve?
Jim’s dedication and ability to serve the people of Henderson 

takes more than just a name. His best friend, his wife Lora has 
been the private support behind Jim’s public life. The city as is 
exists today has taken thousands of hours of meetings, leader-
ship, and teamwork. Jim loves to lead, and Lora loves to make 
Jim’s leadership possible. They make a great team. 

So, what drives this man? He loves this community and cares 
deeply for the people who live here. He believes in “family” and 
works hard to support his own family as well as those he serves, 
whether in the Church or the commu-nity.

He is loyal to the values he was taught walking door to door 
with his Dad: “You give back to your community and you build 
for the future.” This is yet another lesson Jim took to heart. He’s 
done much for the handicapped, seniors, the servicemen in Iraq 
and so many more.

‘Keep it up’
In 2001, after four years as Henderson’s Mayor, Jim Gib-son 

was ready to run for re-election. When nobody stepped up to 
challenge him, it spoke volumes. The second largest city in 
Nevada, named one of the top 50 Safest Cities and one of the top 
50 Fabulous Places to Raise your Family, now welcoming a 
Nevada State College, the whole town was saying, “Well done, 
Mayor - keep up the good work.” This spring, Mayor Gibson won 
his third term as Mayor with over 80% of the vote. That fact alone 
is evidence of the trust the citizens have in this dedicated public 
servant. 

Award-Winning Henderson
Under Jim Gibson’s leadership, Henderson has been awarded 

numerous praises for everything from the safety and beauty of the city 
to its parks and recreations system to its forward-looking city 
planning. It has attracted new businesses, universities and state-of-
the-art medical train-ing facilities. Those who work for and with 
Mayor Gibson in government, police, education and charitable causes 
are quick to sing his praises too. The city is fiscally strong and has kept 
its government the leanest in the state.

Yet, as I spoke with Jim Gibson, he was reluctant to “toot his own 
horn.” Those who know him best say that’s typical. “Jim would rather 
be out serving, meeting needs or spending time with his family than 
reveling in his achieve-ments,” says longtime associate J. Marlan 
Walker.

“Jim Gibson is a true statesman in every sense of the 
word.”
Rory Reid, Clark County Commissioner

Jim Gibson is a rare bird in today’s corporate/civic world. But he is 
a great example of magnifying his callings. He simply took what he 
was given, then added upon it line upon line until there are literally 
thousands of people who are beneficiaries of his service, foresight and 
commitment to serve. DSM

 "As a lifelong Democrat, I have been taught 
that our government has the moral obligation to 
protect everyone within our society. With your 
vote, I will make the quality of life for all 
Nevada’s families my top priority as Governor."




