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        Chair of Ways and Means Calls on Governor to Revamp Education Budget
 
    Arberry urges Governor to "Put Education First" by Investing in Public Schools
 
CARSON CITY—According to figures provided to Assembly Ways and Means Committee Chair Morse Arberry, Jr. (D-Las Vegas) by Legislative Counsel Bureau fiscal staff, the Governor's proposed budget for education only allocates $13 million over the biennium in new enhancements for K-12 education.
 
In comparison, Arberry said the numbers provided to him show that the Governor is proposing the state spend an additional $52 million on higher education and $99 million on human services.
 
"At a time when we need to make a real investment in improving our schools, this allocation of only $13 million in new monies for K-12 education is simply not acceptable," Arberry said. "This Governor says he is committed to putting education first, but he is in fact making K-12 education one of his lowest priorities."
 
The figures, according to Arberry, include enhancements or new monies allocated after growth, cost of living adjustments for employees, and equipment purchases are taken into account.
 
"When it comes to providing the funding needed to make real, meaningful improvements in our public schools, the Governor seriously shortchanged K-12 education," Arberry said. "With this dramatic disparity in funding, I believe the Governor needs to do more than ask state agencies to cut a set percentage out of their proposed budgets. I am asking him to go back to the drawing board and make K-12 education a real priority in this budget."
 
Arberry said it is a matter of fairness and parity.
 
"Certainly, other areas of the budget are important," said Arberry. "These figures provided to us by our fiscal analysts, however, show a budget that is totally out of whack, with improving the quality of our public schools a much lower spending priority than other areas of the budget.
 
"We have said throughout this session that with the shortfall in revenues, nothing is more important than setting spending priorities," Arberry said. "We believe improving our public schools must be at the top of the priority list, something that is totally missing in the Governor's proposed budget as it stands right now."
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